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This study is aimed at improving students’ pronunciation in learning English. Researchers 
uses asoftware application to improve pronunciation students in learning English. The 
program is Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary Software. The purpose of this study 
is to determine the increase in the ability of students in grade 8 recitation SMP 12 Surabaya 
using the application.The research method used was action research that consists of a 
collection of data in one cycle. To collect data, the researcher uses tests, observations, 
and questionnaires. Based on pre-test cycles, there are 2 or 5.1% of students who could 
complete the test. It is known that the average value of the pre-cycle is 43.58. After the 
treatment the researchers conducts the sampling grade students who could complete the 
test to 31 students or 79.5% and the average rating is 78. From the result, it can be 
concluded that the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary Software can improve 
students' English pronunciation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Pronunciation is an important aspect for 

learning English especially speaking or reading. 

Many people in globalization era used English as 

a means of communication. They used English in 

daily communication combine with Indonesia 

language. English created positive effect to 

people who so they can communicate worldwide. 

Unfortunately in daily usage people 

communicate in English with poor 

pronunciation. It happened in elementary 

students, junior high students, senior high 

students, and college students. The researcher 

thinks this is a big mistake in English if there is 

not a problem solving. 

Pronunciation is necessary aspect to 

learn a language for producing of a sound that 

heard by the listener. Language is a means of 

communication. These are three components of a 

language. They are structure, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation. It is the reason why pronunciation 

is necessary to learn especially for students who 

learn English. Kreidler (2004) stated that these 

are many part of English pronunciation. They are 

language and speech, sound and voice, 

consonants, vowel and glides, minimal pairs, 

syllables, stress, phonotactics, vowel variation, 

some sequence, rhythm and English speech, 

intonation, predicting word stress, prefixes, 

compound words, phrases, phonological 

processes in speech, and phonological processes 

in the lexicon. In the study the researcher chose 

stress and intonation for improving the students’ 

pronunciation skill because stress and intonation 

is easy and suitable material for learning 

pronunciation to students. 

In study the researcher chose SMPN 12 

Surabaya as research subject because it coincided 

with the researcher did Program 

PengalamanLapangan (PPL) or practiced the 

real teaching program from college. The 

researcher tried to offer a new method to teach 

pronunciation correctly. The method was about 

use of a media for teaching pronunciation. The 

media is a software that the name Cambridge 

Advance Learner’s Dictionary Software.  

In here the researcher taught 8th grade 

and got B, C, D, E, and F class but to the study 

the researcher just choose one class to be done 

classroom action research. The researcher found 

the class with lowest pronunciation skill when 

teaching learning process occurred. The class 

was F class. The researcher must found the 

problem solving of it. The researcher done 

pretest to know students’ pronunciation 

achievement in F class before was done 

implementation. The researcher got the students’ 

percentage of pronunciation complete learning 

was 5.1 % and just two students passed the 

minimum passing grade. 

Finally, the researcher tried a new 

method to improve the students’ pronunciation 

skill especially for F class. The researcher used 

software as a media for teaching pronunciation. 
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The media is Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary Software.  

The software was applied with teaching material 

base on standard curriculum and basic 

curriculum. The target of the research is to 

improve the students' pronunciation competence. 

Related to the background, in the study the 

researcher set the title “Improving Pronunciation 

Skill by using Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary Software of 8th Grade SMPN 12 

Surabaya” 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The subject of the study was the 8th 

grade of SMPN 12 Surabaya. The researcher 

selected 8-F class on the first semester as the 

subject of the study. The class consisted of 39 

students in which there were 16 male students 

and the rest were female. The setting of the study 

was SMPN 12 Surabaya. It is a junior high school 

which is located in the Surabaya. This school is 

located at JL. NgagelKebonsari 1 

Surabayaandthe researcher took the data on 

October 1st, 2013 to November 7th, 2013 at odd 

semester 2013/2014. 

Purpose of the study is investigating the 

problems on teaching learning process in 

classroom and how to solve the problem, so the 

type of the research is classroom action research. 

In historical the people often make debate about 

classroom action research. 

In Indonesian classroom action research called 

PTK (penelitiantindakankelas). Kurt Lewin in 

1934 is one the first person who presented the 

theory of Action Research. Kurt Lewin defined 

the action research as a reflective process of 

cognitive development, discussion, taking the 

decision, and doing action by a group. According 

to Cohen ad Manion, 1990 (in Susanto, 2010: 7) 

Classroom Action Research (CAR) is research in 

that place (on-the-spot study).According to 

Susanto (2010: 7) Classroom action research is 

research that was the problem raise from class 

context. The concept of CAR has three steps they 

are: 

1. Preparation 

2. Action 

3. Observation 

4. Reflection. 

In principle, Classroom Action Research (CAR) 

is used to solve a lot of problems in a class. 

Therefore there are some models or designs can 

be applied in CAR. They are Kurt Lewwin’s 

model, Kemmis and Mctaggart, John Elliot, 

Hopkins, and McKernan. (HerawatiSusilo, 

2012:11) 

The researcher analyzed the data by using 

an analysis technique such as descriptive 

qualitative technique with the help of simple 

calculation. In the research, researcher gave 

individual test to the students such as pretest and 

posttest. The data is processed by using the 

pattern below: 

1. Average score formula 

�̅� =
∑ 𝒙𝒊

𝒏
𝒊=𝟏

𝒏
 

Note: �̅�    = Mean (Average value) 

 ∑ 𝒙 = The number of student score 

 𝒏   =  The total of number of students 

The formula above used to calculate average 

score that got by students in pretest and posttest. 

2. Percentage 

𝐏 =
𝐟

𝐍
 𝐱 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 

Note:   

P = Percentage of completeness in the classical 

learning 

f = Number of student who completed study 

N = Total Number of students 

 

In the research formula above was used to 

calculate the class percentage on achievement 

score of criteria complete or minimal in pretest 

and posttest. 

3. Analysis of Questionnaire Data 

To decide the percentage of assessments of each 

aspect, the researcher used this formula: 

 

 𝑷𝒆𝒓𝒄𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒂𝒈𝒆 𝒐𝒇 𝒔𝒕𝒖𝒅𝒆𝒏𝒕 𝒓𝒆𝒔𝒑𝒐𝒏𝒔𝒆

=
𝑻𝒐𝒕𝒂𝒍 𝒍𝒆𝒂𝒓𝒏𝒆𝒓

𝑻𝒐𝒕𝒂𝒍 𝒐𝒇 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒔𝒕𝒖𝒅𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒔
𝒙 𝟏𝟎𝟎% 

 

Trianto, 2010: 63 

In the research the researcher used the formula to 

calculate the result of questionnaire had given to 

students. 

 

THE RESEARCH RESULT AND 
DISCUSSION 

 

The result ofpre-test 

NO NAME 
SCO

RE 

INFO

RMA

TION 

1 ACHMAD ZAINUL 52 I 

2 AFIFA PUTRI 56 I 

3 
AFIFAH 

ARDZATULLAIL 
52 I 

4 AGRITA RETNO 56 I 

5 ALVIRA NESSIA 40 I 
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6 ANINDYA SAFA 44 I 

7 ARESTO NAGARA 56 I 

8 ASYAM FAIQ 40 I 

9 BAGAS WAHYU 44 I 

10 BAYUARTA 44 I 

11 
CHANDRA 

WIBAWA 
48 I 

12 ELLIP FAUZAN 36 I 

13 FARIZAN QOLBU 44 I 

14 FARIZKA VINKA 36 I 

15 HAFIZH GHOZIE 76 C 

16 MERRY JOE 40 I 

17 M. YUDHISTIRA 32 I 

18 M. AFIF 36 I 

19 
M. HAFIZH 

MUZAKY 
44 I 

20 NABILAH AMALIA 44 I 

21 
NADYA 

RAMADHANI 
40 

I 

22 
NAWANG 

PUSPITASARI 
36 I 

23 NICO PUTRA 28 I 

24 NUR AISYAH 32 I 

25 NURUL IZZAH 36 I 

26 PRASETIO 44 I 

27 R. A. ELISA EKA 32 I 

28 RAISHA FRISKI 32 I 

29 RANIAH S 36 I 

30 RATIH KUSUMA 36 I 

31 RIFKY AQIL 44 I 

32 RIZANA HASNA 32 I 

33 STEFANY PAULINA 32 I 

34 SUKMA AYU 44 I 

35 TANIA ALYA 84 C 

36 WANDA S 52 I 

37 ZAID ABDULLAH 36 I 

38 ZHAFIRA HAJAR 52 I 

39 ZUL HANIFAH 52 I 

Total students’ score is 1700.  

Complete (C) = 2 students. 

Incomplete (I) = 37 students. 

Average of Minimum Passing Grade (MPG) 

= 75 

Average Score is 43.58 

Percentage of complete learning is 5.1% 

 

 

Discussion 
Based on table, the pretest result above 

showed the students’ pronunciation skill before 

the implementation was unsatisfied and it could 

be seen on the table. The highest score was 84 

and the lowest was 28. The total score of 

students’ pronunciation achievement was 1700 

from the total sample of 39 students. The average 

score on pretest was 43.58 and it was still far to 

reach of minimum passing grade. By this result, 

the researcher could conclude that students’ 

really had problems in pronunciation. 

 

The result of post-test 

NO NAME 
SCO

RE 

INFO

RMA

TION 

1 ACHMAD ZAINUL 80 C 

2 AFIFA PUTRI 72 I 

3 
AFIFAH 

ARDZATULLAIL 
68 I 

4 AGRITA RETNO 80 C 

5 ALVIRA NESSIA 80 C 

6 ANINDYA SAFA 80 C 

7 ARESTO NAGARA 84 C 

8 ASYAM FAIQ 88 C 

9 BAGAS WAHYU 76 I 

10 BAYUARTA 84 C 

11 
CHANDRA 

WIBAWA 
68 I 

12 ELLIP FAUZAN 80 C 

13 FARIZAN QOLBU 84 C 

14 FARIZKA VINKA 80 C 

15 HAFIZH GHOZIE 92 C 

16 MERRY JOE 76 C 

17 M. YUDHISTIRA 76 C 

18 M. AFIF 68 I 

19 
M. HAFIZH 

MUZAKY 
80 C 

20 NABILAH AMALIA 84 C 

21 
NADYA 

RAMADHANI 
76 C 

22 
NAWANG 

PUSPITASARI 
76 C 

23 NICO PUTRA 64 I 

24 NUR AISYAH 84 C 

25 NURUL IZZAH 76 C 

26 PRASETIO 84 C 

27 R. A. ELISA EKA 80 C 

28 RAISHA FRISKI 84 C 

29 RANIAH S 80 C 

30 RATIH KUSUMA 80 C 
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31 RIFKY AQIL 84 C 

32 RIZANA HASNA 68 I 

33 STEFANY PAULINA 76 C 

34 SUKMA AYU 76 C 

35 TANIA ALYA 92 C 

36 WANDA S 80 C 

37 ZAID ABDULLAH 60 I 

38 ZHAFIRA HAJAR 80 C 

39 ZUL HANIFAH 68 I 

Total students’ score is 3048.  

Complete (C) = 31 students. 

Incomplete (I) = 8 students. 

Average of Minimum Passing Grade (MPG) 

= 75 

Average Score is 78.15 

Percentage of complete learning is 79.5% 

 

Discussion 
Based on the table, the posttest result 

showed the students’ pronunciation skill after 

implementing the cycle improved. 31 students 

got complete score because their score passed 

minimum passing grade. The highest score was 

92 and the lowest was 60. The total score of the 

students’ pronunciation achievement was 3048 

from total sample of 39 students. The average 

score in the test was 78.15 and it passed the 

minimum passing grade. Percentage of complete 

learning was 79.5%. It is proved that students’ 

pronunciation skill increased significantly but in 

the others side to reach perfect of pronunciation 

they must practice every day, especially when 

they learned English.  
 

CONCLUSION 
Pronunciation competence can be improved 

through learning pronunciation by using a media. 

In the research the media is a software that the 

name Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary Software. Based on the learning 

activity has been done the researcher can 

conclude that Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary Software as media can be used to 

improve the students’ pronunciation ability of 8th 

grade 12 Junior High School Surabaya especially 

in F class. 

According to the research result, the 

researcher discovered that there was increase in 

students’ pronunciation score. In the pre-test, the 

class average score was only 43.58 and there 

were only 5.1% students’ who passed minimum 

criteria of achievement. Finally after doing the 

implementation, students’ score very was 

satisfying. The average score in posttest 

increased to be 78.15, and the percentage of 

students who reached minimum criteria of 

achievement became 79.5%.The students also 

gave positive response to the software that 

applied by researcher. The students felt more 

interested in following the lesson. The software 

made lesson more interesting. It also helped 

students in the understanding the pronunciation. 

Moreover, the software helped the students in 

learning pronunciation.  

Suggestion 

 

SUGGESTION 
From the conclusion above, the 

researcher made some suggestions for teacher 

and students as follow: 

1. For teachers 

  The researcher suggests teachers to use 

various media in teaching English. For example 

a software can be used to teach pronunciation and 

use applications from computer for teaching 

English. The research has proven that a software 

like Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 

Software as media is appropriate media in 

teaching of pronunciation. Teacher should also 

apply the correct method while teaching. If the 

correct method is combined with appropriate 

media, it will give better result in students’ 

achievement. Teachers are also suggested to 

apply attention with materials taught. Teacher 

must consider students’ level and their interest. 

The teacher must also choose up to date materials 

so students can get the newest knowledge which 

is suitable with their era. 

2. For students 

The researcher suggests the students to 

explore their skill maximally. They should 

develop their ability in using English especially 

pronunciation such as students can learn 

pronunciation by watching the western movie, 

listening western music, and getting knowledge. 

Watching western movie is the most effective 

way to learn pronunciation because by listening 

each dialogue in the movie students can know the 

correct pronunciation from native speaker 

especially in stress, intonation, linkage, and so 

on. It must be done because learning 

pronunciation is a beginning aspect to learn a 

language.Students must practice saying words or 

sentence correctly without getting worry of 

making mistakes. Students must also be active in 

the teaching and learning process. They should 

follow all activities which are provided by 

teacher. They can also be creative by suggesting 

media or materials which will be used. Their 

suggestions will help teachers in making various 

teaching material and effective teaching learning 

process. 
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